
All meetings are at Bennett Administrative Center – 102 E. Main Street in Urbana – unless otherwise noted. Champaign County 
will generally, upon request, provide appropriate aids and services leading to effective communication for qualified persons with 

disabilities.  Please contact Administrative Services, 217-384-3776, as soon as possible but no later than 48 hours before the 
scheduled meeting.

CHAMPAIGN COUNTY BOARD  
DATA CENTER ACTIVITIES TASK FORCE 
County of Champaign, Urbana, Illinois 
Monday, June 22, 2026 - 6:30 p.m. 
Shields-Carter Meeting Room 
Bennett Administrative Center 
102 E. Main St., Urbana 

Committee Members: 
Aaron Esry – Vice Chair Emily Rodriguez - Chair 
Carly McCrory-McKay  Kevin Sage 
Andrew Rehn                  Deb Newell 
Dirk Rice Amy Young 
Dennise Arres 

Agenda Items 
I. Call to Order

II. Roll Call

III. Approval of Agenda/Addendum

IV. Approval of Minutes
a. May 4, 2026
b. June 1, 2026

V. Public Input

VI. Communications (discussion only)

VII. New Business (discussion only)
a. Memorandum on Proposed requirements for energy use and impact on electrical grid for a BIG DATA 

CENTER, Director John Hall, Champaign County Planning and Zoning

VIII. Other Business
a. Date of next meeting (discussion only)

i. July 13, 2026 to focus on back-up generators, noise, vibration, and minimum separations

IX. Chair’s Report

X. Next Steps (discussion only)

XI. Adjournment
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 8 
 9 

MINUTES – Subject to Approval 10 
Members Present: Emily Rodriguez, Eric Thorsland, Dirk Rice, Kevin Sage, Andrew Rehn, Deb Newell 11 
 12 
Members Absent: Aaron Esry, Carly McCrory-McKay 13 
 14 
Others Present: Steve Summers (County Executive), Jennifer Locke (Board Chair), Michelle Jett (Director 15 

of Administration), John Hall (Director of Planning and Zoning), and Kait Kuzio 16 
(Recording Secretary) 17 

Agenda Items                                                                                                                                                                          18 

I. Call to Order  19 
 20 
Chair Rodriguez called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m. 21 
 22 

II. Roll Call 23 
 24 
Roll call was taken, and a quorum was declared present. 25 
 26 

III. Approval of Agenda/Addendum 27 
 28 
MOTION by Mr. Sage to approve the agenda with a friendly amendment to add Mr. Thorsland to the 29 
members; seconded by Mr. Rice. Upon vote, the MOTION CARRIED unanimously. 30 

 31 
IV. Approval of Minutes 32 

A. March 23, 2026 33 
B. April 13, 2026 34 

 35 
MOTION by Mr. Rehn to approve both sets of minutes as an omnibus; seconded by Mr. Sage. Upon 36 
vote, the MOTION CARRIED unanimously. 37 
 38 

V. Public Input 39 
 40 

VI. Communications 41 
 42 

None 43 
 44 

VII. New Business 45 
 46 

A. Presentation – Alison Lindburg, Director of Sustainability, and Mayor John Laesch of City of Aurora, IL 47 
(information only) 48 
 49 
The City of Aurora had placed a moratorium on Data Centers to develop policy and guidelines for data 50 
centers in their City similarly to this task force. They presented their project website, which includes 51 
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each step of their process, suggested policy and language throughout the process and revisions along 52 
with final versions of each policy. They provided task force members with an overview of the process, 53 
their wards, the challenges they faced, the things they learned throughout the process that they suggest 54 
our members consider, and more.  55 
 56 
They discussed water use efficiency, as they set a standard in their policy. They also went over data from 57 
their public survey and their timeline for the entire process before answering members’ questions.  58 
 59 
Members noted that our situation is a little different than the City of Aurora’s because they have home-60 
rule and Champaign County does not. Members noted that this means they have to consider their 61 
limitations in terms of enforcing some types of policy.   62 
 63 

B. Presentation – Brad Tietz, Director of State Policy, Data Center Coalition (information only) 64 
 65 
He explained the types of data centers, including hyper-scale, micro-tenant or co-location, and edge 66 
data centers and urged members to first ask what type of data center because that will inform a lot of 67 
questions. 68 
 69 
He referenced what he would say are the three over-arching priorities in building a data center. 70 

1. Provide safe and secure space for the computer equipment. 71 
2. Ensure an uninterrupted flow of electrons to the computer equipment. 72 
3. Reliably release the heat generated from the equipment. 73 

He explained that another concern they would have and something members should consider is the 74 
modularity and the ability to move things around inside depending on tenant needs and changes in 75 
efficiency.  76 
 77 

VIII. Other Business 78 
A. Date of next meeting: June 1, 2026 to focus on water and wastewater 79 

 80 
IX. Chair’s Report 81 

 82 
X. Next Steps (discussion only) 83 

  84 
XI. Adjournment 85 

Chair Rodriguez adjourned the meeting at 8:59pm.  86 
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 8 
 9 

MINUTES – Subject to Approval 10 
Members Present: Emily Rodriguez, Eric Thorsland, Dirk Rice, Kevin Sage, Andrew Rehn, Deb Newell, Aaron 11 

Esry, Carly McCrory-McKay, Dennise Arres, Amy Young 12 
 13 
Members Absent:  14 
 15 
Others Present: Jennifer Locke (Board Chair), John Hall (Director of Planning and Zoning), and Kait Kuzio 16 

(Recording Secretary) 17 
Agenda Items                                                                                                                                                                          18 

I. Call to Order  19 
 20 
Chair Rodriguez called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m. 21 
 22 

II. Roll Call 23 
 24 
Roll call was taken, and a quorum was declared present. 25 
 26 

III. Approval of Agenda/Addendum 27 
 28 
MOTION by Mr. Esry to approve the agenda; seconded by Ms. Newell. Upon vote, the MOTION 29 
CARRIED unanimously. 30 

 31 
IV. Approval of Minutes 32 

 33 
A. May 4, 2026 34 

 35 
The minutes are not completed but will be ready for approval at the next meeting.  36 
 37 

V. Public Input 38 
 39 

VI. Communications 40 
 41 

Chair Rodriguez welcomed two new members, Dennise Arres and Amy Young. She also recapped items that 42 
came up last meeting for which she’s pursuing guidance and answers, including how our non-home-rule status 43 
impacts enforcement. She doesn’t have specific communications on this yet, but she is working with the State’s 44 
Attorney’s Office.  45 
 46 

VII. New Business 47 
 48 

A. Presentation – Senior Manager of Programs Johanna Smith, Alliance for Water Efficiency 49 
 50 
She discussed direct and indirect water usage, reminding task force members to consider that often 51 
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there are multiple cooling loops involved and while one may be air cooled, it’s most likely used in 52 
collaboration with another system. She focused on four principal factors that influence the amount of 53 
water usage in a data center facility—facility capacity, cooling technology, temperature, and humidity. 54 
Their organization has developed a guidebook to assist local governments to ask the right questions 55 
about water usage and consider the factors which will be free and will be available soon. 56 
 57 

B. Presentation – Dr. Ximing Cai and Research Assistant Hari Dave, Lincoln Institute Project, Civil & 58 
Environmental Engineering at University of Illinois 59 
 60 
They presented on their recent study, Assessing the impact of data centers on water stress conditions in 61 
Virginia and Arizonia, covering both direct and indirect impacts and the importance of water 62 
governance. 63 
 64 

C. Presentation – Executive Director Rick Manner, Champaign Urbana Sanitary District 65 
 66 
He presented on local water use and capabilities along with the local Sanitary District’s abilities to 67 
service potential data centers and to what extent. He discussed the process that would need to happen 68 
at the Sanitary District for a data center to even inquire about water use and disposal, stating that it 69 
could involve plans for the entity to pay to install pipelines.  70 
 71 

D. Memorandum on Water Use and Cooling, Director John Hall, Champaign County Planning and Zoning 72 
 73 

VIII. Other Business 74 
A. Date of next meeting: June 22, 2026 to focus on energy 75 

 76 
IX. Chair’s Report 77 

 78 
X. Next Steps (discussion only) 79 

  80 
XI. Adjournment 81 

Chair Rodriguez adjourned the meeting at 8:57pm. 82 



Champaign County 

Bennett Administrative Center 

102 East Main Street 

TO: Data Center Task Force 

FROM: John Hall, Zoning Administrator 

DATE: June 17, 2026 

RE: Proposed requirements for energy use and impact on electrical grid for 
a BIG DATA CENTER 

BACKGROUND 

Attachment A is a proposed standard condition for energy use and impact on electrical 
grid for a BIG DAT A CENTER. 

Urbana, miaois 61801 Attachment A is based in large part on the City of Aurora requirements which are 

c211) 384-3708 included as Attachments B, C, and D.
zoningdept@co.champaign.il.us 
www.co.champaign.il.us/zoning 

Attachments D and E are copies what was provided for the CyrusOne 634 MW Data 
Center that was approved in Sangamon County, Illinois earlier this year. 

ATTACHMENTS 

A Proposed Standard Condition for Energy Use and Impact on Electrical 
Grid 

B City of Aurora requirement for Energy Consumption Modeling Report 

C City of Aurora requirement for Energy Usage Standards 

D City of Aurora requirement for On-Site Renewable Energy and Resilience 

Requirement 

D Proposed Electrical Supply Narrative for CyrusOne Cl Sangamon 1 LLC 

634 MW Data Center in Sangamon County, Illinois 

E Proposed Data Center Impact Analysis for CyrusOne Cl Sangamon 1 LLC 

634 MW Data Center in Sangamon County, Illinois 
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