CHAMPAIGN COUNTY BOARD

DATA CENTER ACTIVITIES TASK FORCE
County of Champaign, Urbana, lllinois
Monday, May 4, 2026 - 6:30 p.m.
Shields-Carter Meeting Room

Bennett Administrative Center
102 E. Main St., Urbana

Committee Members:

Aaron Esry — Vice Chair Emily Rodriguez - Chair
Carly McCrory-McKay Kevin Sage

Andrew Rehn Deb Newell

Dirk Rice

Agenda ltems
l. Call to Order

Il. Roll Call

lll.  Approval of Agenda/Addendum

IV.  Approval of Minutes
a. March 23, 2026
b. April 13,2026

V. Public Input
VI. Communications (discussion only)
VII. New Business
a. Presentation — Alison Lindburg, Director of Sustainability and Mayor John Laesch of City of Aurora, IL
(information only)
b. Presentation — Brad Tietz, Director of State Policy, Data Center Coalition (information only)
VIIL. Other Business
a. Date of next meeting (discussion only)
i. June 1, 2026 to focus on water and wastewater
IX.  Chair’s Report

X. Next Steps (discussion only)

Xl.  Adjournment

All meetings are at Bennett Administrative Center — 102 E. Main Street in Urbana — unless otherwise noted. Champaign County
will generally, upon request, provide appropriate aids and services leading to effective communication for qualified persons with
disabilities. Please contact Administrative Services, 217-384-3776, as soon as possible but no later than 48 hours before the
scheduled meeting.
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CHAMPAIGN COUNTY BOARD

DATA CENTER ACTIVITIES TASK FORCE AGENDA
County of Champaign, Urbana, lllinois

Monday, March 23, 2026 - 6:30 p.m.

Shields-Carter Meeting Room

Bennett Administrative Center

102 E. Main St., Urbana

MINUTES - Subject to Approval

Members Present: Emily Rodriguez, Aaron Esry, Dirk Rice, Kevin Sage, Robert Herschfeld (Proxy), Deb
Newell

Members Absent: Eric Thorsland, Andrew Rehn, Carly McCrory-McKay

Others Present: Steve Summers (County Executive), Michelle Jett (Director of Administration), John Hall

(Director of Planning and Zoning), and Kait Kuzio (Recording Secretary)

Agenda ltems

I.  Call to Order
Chair Rodriguez called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m.
Il.  RollCall
Roll call was taken, and a quorum was declared present.
lll.  Approval of Agenda/Addendum

MOTION by Mr. Esry to approve the agenda; seconded by Mr. Sage. Upon vote, the MOTION CARRIED
unanimously.

IV.  Chair’s Opening Remarks (discussion only)

A. Purpose of the Task Force
Chair Rodriguez explained that the purpose of the task force is to review data center activities
and its impacts within our county as well as to prepare recommendations for consideration to
the Environment and Land Use Committee (ELUC) for eventual consideration by the full County
Board.

B. Background on Data Center Activities Initiative
Chair Rodriguez stated that we do have an existing data center policy in place in Champaign
County, and we are looking at amending that for future data center proposals.

C. Desired Outcomes/expectations for the group
Members intend to provide recommendations to ELUC within three months, meaning by June
23, 2026. If members feel as though they need more time, they will provide ELUC with an
update on where they are in the process.

V. Member Introductions (discussion only)
Members and present administration and staff introduced themselves and stated their interest/expertise
related to data centers.



52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98

CHAMPAIGN COUNTY BOARD Page 2
DATA CENTER ACTIVITES TASK FORCE COMMITTEE
March 23, 2026 Minutes

VL.

New Business

A. Task Force Structure (discussion only)
After his introduction, Director of Planning and Zoning John Hall referenced a handout that he provided to
members so they’d have something to start with.

He explained that Attachment A is the existing data center requirements in Champaign County, which are
inadequate for the current kinds of data centers. These were adopted back in 2022 when we were looking at
very small data centers—things that didn’t use great amounts of water or have large energy impacts. The
handout includes a proposed amendment drafted by Director Hall and presented to ELUC. The changes are
highlighted and it’s based on the solar farm requirements. There are just a few changes for data centers. Then
Attachment B is a copy of the application for the Sangamon County data center proposal that they are voting on
this evening.

Mr. Hall stated he has never received an application like the one Sangamon County received; it’s a huge project
and a huge application. The packet includes a data center impact analysis, which Sangamon County paid for to
better assess the impacts on energy costs. Additionally, there is an attachment that includes City of Aurora’s
proposed changes for data centers. They imposed a six-month moratorium to review impacts and propose
ordinance changes. Director Hall will be digging into that more.

Chair Rodriguez reiterated that we do not have any applications pending for data centers at this time, and we do
have five small scale data centers that already exist in the county.

Ms. Newell asked if an application already exists for proposing a data center in Champaign County. Director Hall
explained that we do, it would be our standard special use permit application. He also added that the proposed
amendment he drafted previously for ELUC is lacking, and that is the purpose of this task force.

Mr. Rice brought up that south of Mahomet, some land-owners have been approached about committing land
to what sounds like it will be a rather large data center project. Has the county been contacted about this?

Director Hall had a meeting a while ago with a company that was inquiring about what they called the “Rising
area,” meaning Rising, IL, but there were never any follow up proposals, plans, or communications about it. The
most information he has is that a size of 300 acres was mentioned, but that’s it. Mr. Esry stated that the
company that Mr. Hall mentioned did also reach out to five board members to introduce themselves and give
very basic information, but they have not followed up.

Mr. Esry said that the current 5 data centers that we have, all owned by the same company, are small enough
that they are air-cooled and they came along with a small solar array to assist with power.

i. Meeting schedule and format (discussion only)
Members outlined that they would like to focus on defining large data centers versus small data
centers and that should be a priority. They also discussed square footage, water usage,
electricity usage, type of cooling, workforce and housing needs, and community benefit
agreements.

Members would like to start with defining data centers and large versus small data centers.
They would like to group water use and the Mahomet Aquifer together, energy, environmental
(noise, drainage, etc.), transparency, NDA’s, workforce, and community benefit agreements,
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CHAMPAIGN COUNTY BOARD Page 3
DATA CENTER ACTIVITES TASK FORCE COMMITTEE
March 23, 2026 Minutes

VII.

VIII.

decommissioning and long-term accountability, and public participation. Members will continue
to think about the best and most effective way to cover these topics.

Chair Rodriguez asks that everyone review the handouts that Director Hall provided to discuss
policy at the next meeting. She would like everyone to especially focus on reviewing policy, and
the examples from Auora and Sangamon are a good starting point.

Mr. Esry reminds members that the 12-month moratorium on data center applications is
pending because of the process to get it to the full board. That should be resolved by next
month.

Chair Rodriguez asks what information do we need and what experts do we need to hear from?
Members will think about this and should share any suggestions with the clerk.

Director Jett reminded members that this is considered an open meeting under the Open
Meetings Act. She also reminded them about FOIA and reviewed how that applies to their roles
here.

Selection of Vice Chair

MOTION by Mr. Sage to nominate Mr. Esry to serve as Vice Chair of the task force;
seconded by Ms. Newell. Upon vote, the MOTION CARRIED unanimously.

Proxy Use (discussion only)
Proxies may be used for this committee due to the limited timeframe. A proxy form is available

for members to identify a proxy and sign; this will allow the named proxy member to attend and
participate in action items when the named member is unable to attend.

B. Next Steps (discussion only)

Public Input
None

Other Business

Chair Rodriguez asks that everyone review the handouts that Director Hall provided to discuss
policy at the next meeting. She would like everyone to especially focus on reviewing policy, and
the examples from Auora and Sangamon are a good starting point.

Chair Rodriguez states that what would work best would be for the clerk and Director of
Administration to use the general outline of topics they’ve discussed to work to line up
speakers, and we can revisit exact dates for topics once we have an idea of when speakers may
be available and how quickly we can get them scheduled.

A. Date of next meeting

April 13, 2026
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IX. Chair’s Report
None
X.  Adjournment

Chair Rodriguez adjourned the meeting at 7:46p.m.

Page 4
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CHAMPAIGN COUNTY BOARD

DATA CENTER ACTIVITIES TASK FORCE AGENDA
County of Champaign, Urbana, lllinois

Monday, April 13, 2026 - 6:30 p.m.

Shields-Carter Meeting Room

Bennett Administrative Center

102 E. Main St., Urbana

10  MINUTES - Subject to Approval

11 Members Present: Emily Rodriguez, Eric Thorsland, Dirk Rice, Kevin Sage, Andrew Rehn, Karen Kane (proxy)
12

13 Members Absent: Aaron Esry, Deb Newell, Carly McCrory-McKay

14

15 Others Present: Michelle Jett (Director of Administration), John Hall (Director of Planning and Zoning),

16

and Kait Kuzio (Recording Secretary)

17 Agenda ltems

18 I

19
20
21

22 .

23
24
25

26 .

27
28
29
30

31 V.

32

33 V.

34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51

Call to Order

Chair Rodriguez called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Roll Call

Roll call was taken, and a quorum was declared present.
Approval of Agenda/Addendum

MOTION by Mr. Sage to approve the agenda; seconded by Mr. Thorsland. Upon vote, the MOTION
CARRIED unanimously.

Public Input
Communications

Member Thorsland reviewed some key concerns about data centers, as he was not able to be at the last
meeting. He stated that Bloomberg and Environmental and Energy Study Institute did studies and came up with
similar numbers. They show the average rate-hike of electricity for an area that has a data center is 267%. Mr.
Thorsland recommended some key things to be thinking about.

Member Sage stated that for construction workers, there are no permanent jobs, ever. He explains that the
“temporary” nature of the job is not a detriment to workers in that industry because that is how the industry
functions. He also expressed that he would like information specific to the process for water cooling.

Ms. Kane states that she’s learned about the impact of vibrations that can be felt in addition to noise, and would
like to learn more about that, too.

Member Rehn asks for more information to clarify whether there are center proposals that are currently being
considered by the county currently.

MOTION by Mr. Thorsland to suspend the rules to allow additional public participation; seconded by Mr.
Sage. Upon vote, the MOTION CARRIED unanimously.
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VL.

VII.

VIII.

Xl.

New Business

A. Data Centers Presentation — Andrew Rehn, Prairie Rivers Network (information only)

Member Rehn provided an overview presentation which covered defining data centers and large data
centers, lay of the land, some impacts, and pending statewide policy.

Following the presentation, members discuss and ask Mr. Rehn follow up questions. Members feels an
important first step is defining “what is large” in terms of data centers and how do we assess size?

They also brought up a lack of water quantity law in lllinois at the state level. Mr. Rehn said, for
example, there is no sole source in charge of the Mahomet Aquifer to say that is a good use for our
water, and we are not the only county relying on the Aquifer.

B. Current Champaign County Data Center Regulations - John Hall, Director of Planning and Zoning

(information only)

Direct Hall provided information on current planning and zoning policy for data centers, and proposed
language changes to the policy. Members discussed the potential language changes, and feel they need
more information on how to best measure or assess “size” of a data center. Some members feel that
square footage may be too limiting.

Other Business

A. Date of next meeting

i. May 4, 2026

Future Meeting Topics (discussion only)

Members have identified five topics by which to organize meetings and speakers. Dates for topics will be
assigned as experts and speakers are scheduled and available. The topics include:

vk wnN e

water and wastewater

economic and community benefit

performance standards, governance and transparency
energy demands and infrastructure

environmental

Chair’s Report

None

Next Steps (discussion only)

This was covered in agenda item eight.

Adjournment
Chair Rodriguez adjourned the meeting at 8:29 p.m.



Champaign County

Department of

PLANNING &
ZONING

Bennett Administrative Center
102 East Main Street
Urbana, Illinois 61801

(217) 384-3708
zoningdept@co.champaign.il.us
www.co.champaign.il.us/zoning

TO:  Data Center Task Force
FROM:  John Hall, Zoning Administrator
DATE:  April 22, 2026

RE: Big data center definition and megawatt rating

BACKGROUND

At the April 13, 2026, meeting the Task Force requested a power rating be part of the
proposed definition of “big” data center.

Attachment A is a table of power ratings and building areas from the four existing
Champaign County data centers and the recently approved Sangamon County data
center.

POWER RATING FOR A 10,000 SF BIG DATA CENTER

Based on the recently approved Sangamon County data center, a data center with
10,000 square feet of processing area could have a power rating of 36 MW.

Based on existing Champaign County data centers, a data center with 10,000 square feet
of processing area could have a power rating of 24 MW. Coincidentally, the Sangamon
County data center has an IT power rating of .0024 MW per square foot, which is
similar to the Rantoul data center.

PROPOSED DEFINITIONS

Attachment B has revised definitions that include two alternatives for total power
rating: 24 MW and 36 MW. Other alternatives may be possible. The Task Force should
select a power rating.

ATTACHMENTS
A Table of Data Center IT Power Ratings and Building Area

B Proposed definitions


mailto:zoningdept@co.champaign.il.us
file:///C:/WINDOWS/Temp/Cache1/Content.Outlook/733-AT-12%20ZA/www.co.champaign.il.us/zoning
www.co.champaign.il.us/zoning
mailto:zoningdept@co.champaign.il.us

ATTACHMENT A

Zoning Administrator
APRIL 22, 2026

Table of Data Center IT Power Ratings and Building Area

Data Center Power rating | Building area | MW/SF
Rantoul’ 5 MW?2 2,100 SF* | .0024
(Case 063-S-22)

Oaks Road'’ 1 MW?2 1,368 SF3 | .0007
(Case 068-S-22)

Windsor Road' 2 MW?2 1,368 SF® | .0015
(Case 079-S-22)

Market Street! 2 MW? 1,368 SF3 | .0015
(Case 082-S-22)

Bondville! 2 MW?2 2,100 SF* | .0010
(Case 133-S-24)

CyrusOne 648 MW* 182,000 SF° | .0036
(Sangamon County)

NOTES

1. Champaign County data center

2. Per email with owner on 1/15/2026.

w

s

Sangamon County

Per C1 Sangamon | LLC Data Center Application to

. Building area taken from Zoning Use Permit Application.

5. Scaled from drawings included in C1 Sangamon | LLC Data
Center Application to Sangamon County. That project
includes four processing buildings and each building scaled
325 feet by 1,400 feet.




Zoning Administrator
APRIL 22, 2026

ATTACHMENT B

DATA CENTER: A facility where computing and networking equipment is concentrated
for the purpose of collecting, storing, processing, distributing or allowing access
to large amounts of data (collectively referred to as processing) and that has less
than 10,000 square feet of processing area and that has a total power rating less
than {24/ 36}* megawatts. Processing area shall include the area of any building
that is principally used for processing. This definition does not include facilities
owned or leased by a single organization to house its own Information
Technology infrastructure including servers, data storage, and network
equipment so long as the DATA CENTER is co-located with other facilities of
that organization.

DATA CENTER, BIG: A facility where computing and networking equipment is
concentrated for the purpose of collecting, storing, processing, distributing or

allowing access to large amounts of data (collectively referred to as processing)
and that has at least 10,000 square feet of processing area or a total power rating
of {24 / 36}* megawatts or greater. Processing area shall include the area of any
building that is principally used for processing. Multiple BIG DATA CENTERS
may be authorized under one County Board SPECIAL USE Permit.

*The Task Force should select a power rating.
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